
BISHOP RICHARD F OX   1 4 4 7 - 1 5 2 8
A BRIE F  SU M M ARY  OF  HIS L IF E

‘A Lord of extreme authority and g oodnes s ’    H enry V I I I i

� 1 4 4 7 / 8  B orn at R op s l ey,  p aris h fiv e mil es  eas t of G rantham in the P arts  of K es tev en,  Linc ol ns hire
� S c hool  p os s ib l y B os ton,  O xford then C amb ridg e U niv ers ity,  definitel y s tudied in P aris  –  b ut no

ac tual  ev idenc e of him attending  any es tab l is hment
� 1 4 8 4  ag e 3 6  –  no ev idenc e of him til l  he is  made v ic ar of S tep ney,  London,  b ut he mus t hav e b een

w el l  k now n b ec aus e K ing  R ic hard I I I  op p os ed the ap p ointment
� 1 4 8 5  k now n to b e s ec retary to H enry,  E arl  of R ic hmond ( future H enry V I I )  w hom he met in P aris ,

ac c omp anied H enry at the B attl e of B os w orth H eath,  w here R ic hard I I I  k il l ed
� U p on H enry V I I ’ s  ac c es s ion R ic hard w as  g iv en many p os ts :   P rinc ip al  S ec retary of S tate,  Lord P riv y

S eal   -   inv ol v ed in al l  matters  of S tate and neg otiations  on H enry’ s  b ehal f  -   b ap tis ed infant H enry
V I I I   -   admired as  a g ood mediator,  his  moderate v iew s  p rev ented rep ris al s  ag ains t R ic hard I I I ’ s
al l ies  -   ap p ointed to p reb ends  of B is hop s ton,  B row ns w ood and S outh G rantham,  b ut thes e had to b e
renounc ed w hen he b ec ame b is hop

� 1 4 8 7  B is hop  of E xeter  –   res ided at b is hop ’ s  hous e in London  -   inv ol v ed in neg otiating  treaty w ith
S c otl and

� 1 4 9 1  B is hop  of B ath &  W el l s
� 1 4 9 2  neg otiated T reaty of E tap l es
� 1 4 9 4  ag e 4 6  B is hop  of D urham,  p os s ib l y b ec aus e of troub l es  on S c ottis h b order   w ork ed on maj or

affairs  of s tate
� 1 4 9 6  neg otiated T reaty w ith F l anders  Intercursus Magnus
� 1 4 9 7  org anis ed defenc e of N orham C as tl e ag ains t P erk in W arb ec k  p l us  mil itary harb our w ork s  at

C al ais
� 1 4 9 9  marriag e c ontrac t of P rinc e Arthur and C atherine of Arag on
� 1 5 0 1  B is hop  of W inc hes ter  –   mos t p res tig ious  b is hop ric  in E ng l and  –   as  s uc h b ec ame the offic ial

V is itor to N ew  C ol l eg e and M ag dal en C ol l eg e,  O xford,  and W inc hes ter S c hool
� 1 5 0 2  neg otiated marriag e treaty of M arg aret T udor and J ames  I V
� 1 5 0 8  neg otiated marriag e treaty ( fail ed)  of M ary T udor and C harl es  of C as til e
� 1 5 0 9  death of H enry V I I   -   R ic hard c ontinues  his  w ork  w ith H enry V I I I
� As  exec utor of H enry V I I ,  inv ol v ed in the founding  of S t.  J ohn’ s  C ol l eg e,  C amb ridg e &  b uil ding  of

K ing s  C ol l eg e C hap el ,  C amb ridg e
� 1 5 1 3  ag e 6 5  v is its  F ranc e w ith H enry V I I I
� 1 5 1 4  w ork s  w ith W ol s ey on many matters  of s tate,  b ut ag e is  ag ains t him and he p refers  to attend

to dioc es an matters  in W inc hes ter
� 1 5 1 5  F ox res ig ns  P riv y S eal  and W ol s ey is  ap p ointed to p os ition
� 1 5 1 7  founds  C orp us  C hris ti C ol l eg e,  O xford
� E yes ig ht g radual l y fail s  ( b l ind b y 1 5 2 0 )
� 1 5 1 9  res ig ns  M as ters hip  of P emb rok e C ol l eg e
� 1 5 2 8  endow s  g rammar s c hool  in G rantham,  now  k now n as  T he K ing s  S c hool ,  and dies  three days

l ater,  ag ed 8 0 / 8 1 .
R ic hard F ox w as  v ery interes ted in arc hitec ture.   H e w as  deep l y inv ol v ed in the des ig n of the C hantry
C hap el  at W inc hes ter 1 5 1 3 ,  and of his  ow n c ol l eg e.   H e is  b el iev ed to hav e endow ed the p orc h at S t.
P eter’ s ,  R op s l ey,  Linc ol ns hire.
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